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The power of love 

 
Recent research has suggested new and more persuasive ways of getting 

teenagers to give up smoking. While the number of adults who smoke in Britain 
has been decreasing rapidly, smoking among British teenagers has been 
increasing. 

Advertisements which stress how dangerous smoking is for your health don't 
seem to have any effect. Teenagers, it seems, cannot imagine that they will ever 
become middle-aged, let alone old or seriously ill. They simply aren't impressed 
with the bald statistic that one in two teenagers who continue to smoke as adults 
will die as a result of their habit. Out of every 1000 young adults who smoke now, 
one will be murdered, six will die in road accidents and 500 will die of smoking. 

But now researchers have discovered that the person most likely to persuade a 
teenager to quit smoking is his girlfriend or her boyfriend. A survey of 1000 
teenagers found that four out of ten smokers would try to give up if their partner 
wanted them to. Among the girls surveyed, several mentioned that they didn't like 
the smell of tobacco in their boyfriend's clothes and boys repeatedly said that 
they didn't like kissing a girl who smoked. Of the total, 19 per cent even said that 
they would split up with their partners if they didn't stop smoking. Compare this to 
the tiny four per cent who said they would give up if someone they admired, like a 
sports star or rock singer, recommended them to. 

Professor Gordon McVie, head of the Cancer Research Campaign, 
commented, "A lot of adults believe that young smokers would listen to the 
advice of famous people or celebrities on quitting. But, in fact, it seems that love is 
the key to getting youngsters to stop smoking."  
 
 
QUESTIONS 
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1. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS FROM THE TEXT: 
 
1.1. What is the best way to get young smokers to quit their habit? 

1.2. What percentage of adult smokers will die as a result of their habit? 

 
 
2. SAY IF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE TRUE OR FALSE. 
 THEN, PROVIDE SOME EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT. 
 
2.1. At present, more and more adults smoke in Britain. 

2.2. Most teenagers think they will be young forever. 

 
3. FIND WORDS IN THE TEXT THAT MEAN: 
 
3.1. A public notice; especially: one published in the press or broadcast over the 

air. 

3.2. An examination of opinions, behaviour, etc., made by asking people 

questions. 

3.3. An opinion which someone offers you about what you should do or how 

you should act   in a particular situation . 

 

4. WRITE QUESTIONS FOR THESE ANSWERS. 
 
4.1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 She smokes about 20 cigarettes a day. 
4.2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 He gave up smoking because his girlfriend didn’t like the smell of tobacco. 
4.3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 She stopped smoking two months ago. 

 
5.  WRITING (Four or five lines). 
 Imagine a friend of yours is a heavy smoker. 

 TRY AND CONVINCE HIM OR HER TO GIVE UP SMOKING.  

 
CRITERIOS DE PUNTUACIÓN 
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La valoración total de la prueba es de diez puntos, desglosados de la siguiente 
manera: 
 
Pregunta 1: 1,5 puntos. 
Pregunta 2,3 y 4: 1,5 puntos. 
Pregunta 5: 3 puntos. 
 

 


